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On June 13, 1994, the U S Enviionmental Piotection Agency (EPA), Region VIII, 
tidnsrnitted comments on the Didtt Bdckgiound Soils Chaiacteiization Piogiam Woik 
Plan 

Enclosed please find EPA's comments The malori .y of theii comments involve issues 
associaled with the appiopiiate detection limits and I he standardizdtion of laboratory 
methods These issues need to be iesolved before simples are analyzed The other 
aspects of the field sampling piogiam ale acceptabk and theiefoie, the field woik 
should pi oceed as soon as possible 

Also, comments piovided by the U S Depai-trnent clf Eneigy/Rocky Flats Field office 
(DOERFFO) must be iesolved dnd incoi-poiated into the Woik Plan 

Due to the five week delay i n  ieceiving comments fioin the regulatory agencies, the 
DOElRFFO iequests that you1 oiganization summaize  any impacts that may have been 
associated with the delay such ds pldnned integiaticm, and schedule conflicts 

If you should have any questlolls ielated to this mat el, please contact Norma I 
Castaneda at 966-4226 
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DOE/RFFO Comments 

SUBJECT Review of the Background Soils Characternahon Program Work 
Plan 

This memo mnsmits my technical review of the Background Soils Charactenzaaon 
Program Work-plan (produced by Dames & ivloore for EG&G), dated 4/14/94 and 
received by me on 4/29/94 

la General Comments 

My overall impression is that this workplan (and the inchded field sampling plan) are 
suitable for charactenzing our background soils The woikplan is logically organized and 
clearly wntten The Background Soil Program has come a very long way in the last year 
under the direcnon of Jim Whinng and Sig Jaunarajs and they are to be commended for 
doing some fine work 

Soecific Comments 

Figure 2-4 This color geologic map is nice, but i t  has been reduced to the point where 
the map legend is unreadable 
would be helpful 

Figure 3-1 It is assumed that this figure will be color in the final report in order to make 
the legend readable 

Page 3-13 and Table 3-6 The text says that Tzble 3-6 clmtains basic stausncs for 
nuclides in Rock Creek soil samples, but does not reference the source of the staasncs or 
how the 99/99 UTLs were computed. This is significan since the computed tolerance 
factors m Table 3-6 disaTet with those that were spot checked against page 120 of Beyer 
(ed }, 1991, Standard Probabrlzty and Srarisrrcs Tables and Fornuhe, CRC Press 

Cornpanson of 99/99 tolerance factors N Table 3-6 CRC Reference 

Drafung readable unit names and symbols on the legend 

15 4 2 2  4 60 
10 507 5 59 
19 3 8 9  4 23 

Table 3-8 What is the value of the metals stausucs in ‘Table 3-8 when they are based on 
data from both background and potennally contaminated OUs (as explained at the bottom 
of page 3-13)? If you must use the OU data it would bc better to present two separate 
tables of stats so the reader could compare OU and bac <ground stats for a gwen analyte 
Since Table 3-9 splits out the background soil stats, why not regenerate table 3-8 to 
exclude the Rock Creek data and present only solls froin the OUs? 

Page 3-24 The last bullet says that the RFP and CDH methods of soil sampling 
produced comparable Pu concentranons You should __ provide a reference to this “fact” 
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